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overview — foundational programmes

Interactive Knowledge Centre offers Arabic literacy programmes which develop effective readers
by encouraging the acquisition and development of six essential competencies: Phonemic
awareness, phonological processing, letter recognition, word formation, reading fluency,
vocabulary development, and reading comprehension.

These programmes were designed to incorporate phonemic awareness, phonics, and fluency into
reading instructions, in order to support accurate and fluent word recognition.

These programmes together promote both phonological memory and phonological access.
Phonological memory is the ability to hold sound-based information in immediate memory.
Phonological memory increases the likelihood that the phonemes associated with the letters of a
word are recognised and can be maintained in memory while decoding, freeing more cognitive
resources for decoding and comprehension. Phonological access on the other hand refers to the
retrieval of sound-based codes from memory. Better phonological access increases the ease of
retrieval of phonological codes associated with letters, word segments, and whole words from
memory, making it more likely they can be used readily during coding.

Combined, these programmes allow teachers to support emergent readers with the necessary
scaffolds to achieve success via a gradual release of responsibility model : ‘I do, we do, you do’
approach.

These programmes target emergent learners, acquiring Arabic either as a first, second or foreign
language; and was also designed to support children with learning difficulties.

In order to design and operate an effective language recovery and intervention programme,
Interactive Knowledge recommends a combination of Discover the Fun of Phonics decodable
readers as well as titles from Discover the Fun of Reading.

Children will be able to develop phonological awareness and proficiency using the levelled
decodable readers from Discover the Fun of Phonics readers, and then apply these skills to further
develop their reading fluency, vocabulary, and reading comprehension using the selected Discover
the Fun of Reading titles.

Once children become proficient at decoding and able to identify letters, letter patterns, and
isolated words accurately and quickly, DFR stories provide emergent readers an opportunity to
further develop word recognition, fluency, and automaticity, ultimately contributing towards
improving reading comprehension.
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Discover the Fun of Phonics

Discover the Fun of Phonics is a unique Arabic balanced literacy programme, promoting specific
decodable phonics acquisition within a whole language literacy instructional model.

Embedded instruction combines letter-sound knowledge with the use of meaningful context to read
new and difficult words. The system addresses phonics skills such as Arabic phonemes, sound
articulation, sound blending, rhyming, and segmentation.

Novice readers learn about individual letters in words, including consonants, short and long vowels.
Differentiated readers, organised within 4 distinct levels, feature all possible phonemic and
phonological combinations of the targeted letter, along with the various letter shapes: separate and
connected; at the beginning, middle, and end of the word.

Teachers provide this knowledge opportunistically, in the context of levelled, real-life, phonics-
based readers to facilitate the acquisition and development of emergent reading strategies and
skills.

The decodable readers are supported by student activity workbooks to consolidate competencies’
acquisition and development.

Discover the Fun of Reading

Discover the Fun of Reading is a teacher- created levelled Arabic literacy scheme.

The scheme contains 4 levels, with varying textual load, sentence structure and complexity within
each level, and across the different levels.

e Level 1, 4 readers 8 pages each, contains word-less picture books.
e Level 2, 13 readers 8 pages each, starts with one word per page, and slowly increases
reading stamina to 2-words per page with one repeated word throughout the reader, to 2-

words per page without repetitive text, to 3-words per page with 2 repeating words
throughout the reader, to 4 and 5-word sentences with repetitive text.
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e Level 3, 13 readers 16 pages each, starts with one sentence with repetitive text throughout
the reader, all the way to 2 sentences every other page, featuring repetitive text.

e Level 4, 16 readers 16 pages each, includes 4-6 sentences every other page with repetitive
text and more complex sentence structure.

The scheme includes learner photocopiable masters, teacher guides, as well as big books for shared
reading and storytelling sessions.

Discover the Fun of Writing

Discover the Fun of Writing is an innovative blended, constructivist, conceptual, learner-centred
approach to letter recognition and word formation.

The programme is a culmination of several years of research combining brain functionality, early
childhood language development, multi-sensory stimulation, and Arabic calligraphy.

This play-based exploration encourages creativity, problem solving, tactile sensory stimulation,
visual-motor integration, visual discrimination, sequencing, and matching.

Level 1 puzzle consists of 21 jigsaw pieces. Children discover for themselves the 28 Arabic alphabet
from a set of 17 common shapes, through the concepts of form, connections, and change.

Level 2 puzzle consists of 109 jigsaw pieces. Once children are familiar with the Alphabet in their
separate shapes, they start combining more pieces to form familiar words. In doing so, they
discover the various shapes of the same letter, connected and separate, at the beginning, middle,
and end of the word.

Children develop their handwriting skills through the interaction with the game pieces, thus
familiarise themselves with the relative dimensions of the various components of the Arabic

alphabet.

This blended programme includes both tactile and physical as well as digital resources consisting of
alphabet jigsaw, handwriting workbooks, and interactive games.
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| Play Arabic

“I Play Arabic” is an online Arabic learning portal. It gamifies learning, offering fun and engaging
approach to acquiring and developing Arabic language foundational skills starting from the alphabet
all the way to independent reading.

“I Play Arabic” is a skill-based, standards-driven, gamified Arabic language platform guided by
artificial intelligence. The games are learner-centred, and offer levelled and differentiated activities
to scaffold learning from novice to independent learners. The platform is jam-packed with over 500
billion permutations !

The platform currently includes 7 interactive games: ‘Letter sound and shape’, ‘Phonemic
awareness’, ‘Vocabulary builder’, ‘Missing letters’, ‘Word builder’, ‘Phonetic awareness’, and ‘I
read’. The platform addresses basic language skills including letter shape and sound; phonetic
awareness, including Arabic phonemes, sound articulation, sound blending, rhyming, and
segmentation; pronunciation; vocabulary building; reading, and writing.

The portal offers both play and assessment modes. It offers learners and parents friendly reporting
to track progress, and teachers with more detailed reporting to inform teaching and guide further
learning. The games employ artificial intelligence to drive learning, encouraging mastery and skill
proficiency. The platform is guided by continuous monitoring and progress measurement, offering
several learning pathways which are assessment-informed and results-oriented.

“1 play Arabic” is simply game changing !
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